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Amoy, sometimes called Fukienese or Hokienese, is one of the five major Chinese
languages. Though not the most widely-spoken Chinese language, it is said to have more
than 50 million speakers (Muller, 1964:70), which include 36 million in the mainland,
9 million in Taiwan, and 7 mxlhon in Southeast Asia, mainly Indones1a, Malaysia, Singapore,
and the Philippines.

THE PHONOLOGY

The inventory of phonemes made by this researcher consists of twenty consonant
phonemes: p,ph, b, t, th, d, k, kb, g, ', ts, ch, s,1, m, n, 0, h, w, y; eleven vowel phonemes:
i,e,a,0,u, 9,1, &, 3, 0, U; and five phonemic tones: high level, high falling, low falling, low
rising, low level.?

BASIC STRUCTURES

1. The Rule for Sentence Formation

The highest node in the underlying structure of an' Amoy sentence is generated by
the following rule.

P-1 S— ) ( {(Neg)Q(I'“p)} ) NP VP (Adv)

The following are examples of basic statements, each containing an obligatory noun
phrase and verb phrase.

. -
1. i lay
‘He’ ‘come’
or ‘He comes.’3
2. di si syan-si
‘You’ ‘be’ ‘teacher’
or ‘You are teacher.’
3. syansi  san in ch&’

Y This summary presents only the basic structures of Amoy and does not include the sections
on word order, question types, and transformations for deriving imperative, negative, negative imperative
statements, questions and reflexive constructions.

2h indicates aspiration of the consonant preceding it and "V indicates nasalization of the vowel
below it. Tones are distinguished thus (where V means any vowel):

Y high level
v high falling
—\> low falling
VJ low rising

V (unmarked low level
31diomatic glosses for sentences follow the literal glosses, whenever appropriate.
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‘Teacher’ ‘give’ ‘they’ ‘books.’

or ‘The ~ teacher gives them books.
. \ . -
4, in khya ti-ma-ni-1a
‘They’  ‘live’ ‘at’ ‘Manila’
5. syan-si  dim te
“Teacher’ ‘drink’  ‘tea.’
or ‘The teacher drinks  tea.’
6. tsit te to’  tsin yon

“This’ ‘table’  ‘very’ ‘durable’
or ‘This table is very durable.’
A sentence is represented in the following structure tree,

Fig. 1 I #S# |
NP VP
! [ | L
N A\ NIP N|P
l Pron I\IJ
N |
7. syan-si san in pit
“Tedcher’ ‘give’ ‘they’ ‘pen’

or ‘The teacher gives them pens.’

2. The Noun Phrase (NP)

The noun phrase constituent immediately dominated by the #S# is the topic. NP’s
may also appear in other positions in the Amoy sentence without any change in form. Rule
P-2 below generates NP’s.

Pron
P2 NP —-) (Det) N (S)

The optional S in the above rule represents possible embeddings in the NP, the
analysis of which is not undertaken in this study.

2.1. The Determiner (Det)

Determiners in the NP are generated by the following rule.

P3 Det —) Dem
®em) { o quan} ) a

The above rule conflates the rules for the types of determiners that may occur with
the noun, such as those in the following NP’s.

Fig. 2 tsit & 1o’ (Det ) Dem C1)
NP
l |
Det N
|
| ]
Dem Cll
|
tsit té to’

‘this’ : ‘table’
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Fig. 3 sd pun ché’ (Det ) Num C1)
NP
I I
Det N
|
I I
Num C1
| i
sa pun ch¢’
‘three’ ‘book’
or ‘three books’
Fig. 4 tsit pwe tsiy (Det ) Num C1)
NP
I |
Det N
]
I |
Num C1
L |
tsit pwe tsuy
‘one’ ‘glass’ ‘water’
or ‘one glass of water’
Fig. 5 tsin tswé nyd si (Det ) Int Quan C1)
NP
I |
Det N
|
r | !
Int Quan C1
[+ ! Int]
tsin tswe nya sd
‘very’ ‘many’ ‘dress’
or ‘very many dresses’
Fig. 6 hit go ku we (Det ) Dem Num C1)
NP
[ I
Det N
|
I ! I
Dem Num C1
[ [ |
hit go ku wed
‘those’ ‘five’ ‘word’
or ‘those five words’
2.1.1. The Demonstratives (Dem)
The following rule generates demonstratives.
P-4 Dem ) {£nearSp] [+Sq]

The following are the demonstratives in Amoy.

A. [+ near Sp]

[*sg]

tsit  ‘this’
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B. [-nearSp] [+Sg] hit  ‘that’
C. [+nearSp] [-Sg] - (tsit)  tsway  ‘these’
D. [-near Sp] [~Sg] (hit) hwa@y  ‘those’

The forms #sit and hit are optional in the plural forms.

Demonstratives may be followed by numerals. They always occur with classifiers,
except in pluralization when the classifiers are deleted, as provided for by Rule T—1 below.

T-lgpb [Dem C1] Det =) [Dem] Det

(where Dem is [-Sg]

2.1.2. The Numerals (Num)

Numerals, which are always followed by classifiers, may occur with the noun alone
or after demonstratives. They may indicate plurality of nouns without changing the forms

of the demonstratives following.

Examples:
tsit te
° ‘one table’
non pwe tsuy
‘two’ ‘glass’ ‘water’ or ‘two glasses of water’
sa pun ch¢’
‘three’ ‘book’ or ‘three books’
tsit sa pun che’

‘this’ ‘three’ ‘book’ or ‘these three books’
In the formation of ordinals, te is added to the equivalent cardinal as generated by
the following rule.

P-5 Num ) (te) Card

However, in the ordinals ‘first’ and ‘second’; likewise, in the environment of #sdp
‘ten’, the forms for ‘one’ and ‘two’ change, hence —

—
tsit it te
MP--1 =) —
non dar tsip
Examples:

te-it pun ch®’

“first’ ‘book’

te—di*  pun ch¢’

‘second’ ‘book’

2.1.3.  The Quantifiers (Quan)
Quantifiers in Amoy are generated by the following rule.

P-6 Quan ) [+

Quantifiers that carry the feature [+ Int] always occur with the intensifiers
tsin or yd ‘very’ and never with demonstratives. Examples of such quantifiers in NP’s are

the following.

Int]
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Fig. 7 yd tsw® pun ché’
NP
[ l
Det N
|
[ | ]
Int Quan C1
|
[+ I Int]
ya@ tswe pun ché’
‘very’ ‘many’ ‘books’
Fig. 8 tsin  tsyd pwe tsiy
NP
I |
Det N
|
| l ]
Int Quan C1
|
[+ | Int]
tsin tsyo pwe tsuy
‘very’ ‘few’ ‘glass’ ‘water’
or ‘very few glasses of water’

Quantifiers that carry the feature [~

illustrated by the following examples.

Fig. 9 hit kuy pun ché’
NP
| -
Det N
|
I I ]
Dem Quan C1
- Int]
hit kuy pun che’
‘that’ ‘few’ ‘books’
or ‘those few books’
Fig. 10 tsit kuy pwe tsuy
NP
| I
Det N
I | ]
Dem Quan Cl
[~ Int]
|
tsit kuy pwe tsuy
‘this’ ‘few’ ‘glass’ ‘water’
or ‘these few glasses of water’

The following are therefore, ungrammatical NP’s

* tsin kuy pun ché’
*  tsit tsyo pwe tsuy

79

Int] always occur with demonstratives as
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2.1.4. The Classifiers (C1)

Classifiers are a characteristic of all Chinese languages. They are sometimes called
“measures” (Ko, 1960:129). Though classifiers serve as indicators of measurement,
quantity or portion, they can not be fully classified on the basis of such semantic con-
siderations. One classifier may sometimes occur with several nouns of similar characteristics
of size or shape, but the same classifier may sometimes also occur with some other noun
of altogether different shape or size. The following substitution slots are examples of NPs
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with some of such classifiers.

(o tsit ) té
‘this
hit té
‘that’
sa nyd
\ ‘three ( .
st tyu
‘four
go tsyd’
., ‘five ./

2.2 The Nouns (N)

Nouns in Amoy are never inflected either for number or for gender. Plurality of
nouns is designated by. the use of plural demonstratives, quantifiers and numerals.

Examples:
tsit
‘this
tsway
‘these
tsin
‘very
tsap
‘ten

ge

tswe*
many
ge

po
clo
to’

tha

table’

sa

dresses’

tswa
papers’
kaw

dogs’

hak-son
student’
hak-som
students’
hak-son
students’
hak-som
students’

To indicate gender of nouns, certain modifiers are used.

Examples:

tsa-bo
‘female
ta-po
‘male
sa-bo
‘female
ta-po
‘male
du
‘female
lam
‘male

- -
kin-na
child’

e -
kin-na
child’

-

Ian
person’
1an
person’
hak-son
student’
hak-son
student’

or

or

or

or

girl’
‘b oy’

‘woman’

The features of Amoy nouns are generated by the following rule.
[£ Count]

P-7

N—)
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A.  [+Count] —_) [+ Animate]
B.  [tAnimate]] ——) [+ Human]
C.  [tHuman] _) [+ Proper]
D. [-Animate] —_—) [+ Time]

E.  [+Time] —) [+ Proper]
F.  [-Time] — [* Locative]
G. [tLocative] ——) [+ Proper]
H.  [-Count] —) [* Abstract]

On the page following is a system tree for the features of nouns, with examples
under each set of features.

2.3. The Pronouns (Pron)

Amoy pronouns are always personal. They are not distinguished for gender, and are
used to refer to the first person, the second person, or the third person, as generated by
the following rule.

[+ 1] [tIncl]

) [+ 1] [+ Sg]
[+ 1]

P-8 Pron

Pluralization of pronouns is done by the adjunction of -, as shown by the following
chart.

+ Singular —Singular
[+ 1] gwa ‘T lan (+Incl) ‘we’
gun (-=Incl) ‘we’
[+ m] dar ‘you’ din ‘you (ply
[+111] i ‘he or she’ in ‘they’

Pronouns never change in form in whatever position in the sentence.
3. The Verb Phrase (VP)

The verb phrase constituent expresses a comment on the noun phrase in topic
position. It is generated by the following rule.

(Aux) { xi (NP) NP } 1 (Adv)
t

P-9 VP—) * NP
V¢ { LocP }
AdjP

The base of a verb phrase can be an intransitive verb (V;), a transitive verb (v;), ora
copulative verb (V).

3.1. The Instransitive Verb (v

Intransitive verb here means any verb that is not followed by NP’s but may be
followed by an adverb.



Fig. 11 Noun

[+ Count]
(+ Animate] = Anij'nate]
|
[+ Time] {~Time]
[+ Human] [-Human] [+ Locative] [—Locative]

[+Proper] [-Proper] [+Proper] [-Proper] [+Proper] [~Proper] [+ Proper] [~Proper] [+Proper] [-Proper]

50-1m0° syan-si hwa-di nyaw pay-it ko-g& ma-nv-ld chi an-khyin tsiin
(name of . > (name of coat® ‘ . ) Manila® <oty (Name of Cchin®

a girl) teacher a dog) cat Monday month Manila city a ship) ship

[ Count]
[+ Abstract]  [— Abstract]
si-syon tsity
‘mind’ or ‘water’

‘intelligence’

8
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Sentence 8 below illustrates the first VP rewrite, such that VP —— ) (Aux) V;
Fig. 12 I #HS# ]
NP VP
Prion Vli
8 gllm laly
‘we’ ‘come’

3.2, The Transitive Verb (V)

Transitive verbs are verbs that may be followed by one or two NP’s and an optional
adverb. :
Sentence 9 below illustrates the second verb phrase rewrite, such that VP ——)

(Aux) V¢ NP
Fig. 13 | #54# |
NP VP
I
l I
Pron Vy NI'P
I
9, i dim te
‘you’ ‘drink’ ‘tea’

Sentence 10 below illustrates another second verb phrase rewrite, such that VP
— ) (Aux) Vt NP NP

Fig. 14 | #S# I
NP VP
|
[ | |
Pron Vi NIP NIP
Y X
10. 4t san syan-st che’
‘you’ ‘give’ ‘teacher’ ‘books’

3.3. The Copulative Verb (V)

The copulative verb serves to link the complements, namely: the noun phrase in VP
position, the locative phrase and the adjective phrase - to the topic Np.*

3.3.1. The Noun Phrase after the Copulative Verb (NP)
Sentence 11 below illustrates the third VP rewrite, such that VP ——) v, NP

“The Amoy copulative verb si does not function the same way as the English copulative verb,
though it may occur in sentences like the following.

i si ti-le dim te
‘he’  ‘be’ ‘drink’  ‘tea’
or ‘he is drinking tea.’
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Fig. 15 I #S# I
NP VP
[ i
Pron Ve NP
|
N
- I
11. gun si syan-st
‘we’ ‘be’ ‘teacher’
or ‘We are teachers.’

3.3.2. The Locative Phrase after the Copulative Verb (LocP)

The locative phrase indicates the physical location of the topic NP. It consists of
either a deictic; an NP; or a noun construct composed of two NP’s. The Locative marker #-
introduces these constituents in the locative phrase. The following rule generates such

, deictic
) ti-
{ NP (NP)}
* Deictics, which indicate the nearness or farness of the topic NP from the speaker,
are generated by the following rule.

locative phrases.

P-10 LocP

P-11 deictic ——) [ near Sp]

Deictics in Amoy are the following.
A.  [+near Sp] : i or Y@ *here’
B.  [—near Sp] : hitt? ot hyd ‘there’

Sentence 12 below is an example of the fourth VP rewrite, such that VP ——)

Ve LocP

Fig. 16 I #S# |
NP VP
|
| ]
Pron Ve LocP
| l
T
Y
12. i si ti- pan lay
‘he’ ‘be’ ‘at’ ‘room’ ‘interior’
or ‘He is in. the room,’

In surface structure, the copulative verb si that is followed by a LocP may be
deleted (to be accounted for by rule T-2). Another surface structure for sentence 12,

therefore, is represented by Fig. 17.
Such locative phrases can also function as adverbs of place (cf. section 4.2.3. of the

adverb.)
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Fig 17 I #S# |
¥ i
Pron LocP
I i
N
N N
| P |
1 ti- _ pan lay
‘he’ ‘at’ ‘room’ ‘intetior’
or ‘He is in the room.’
3.3.3. The Adjective Phrase after the Copulative Verb (AdjP)
Adjective phrases are generated by the following rule.
P-12 AdjP —) (Int) Adj
Adjective phrases are composed of an adjective and an optional intensifier, either
tsin or y&f
Sentence 13 below illustrates the fifth VP rewrite, such that VP ——) v AdjP
Fig. 18 r #S# l
T i
| l
Pron Ve AdjP
[ ]
Ir}t Aldj
13. din si tsin ho
‘you (pl)’ ‘be’ ‘very’ ‘good’
or ‘You are very good.’

As in the LocP complement, the copulative verb si followed by the AdjP may be

deleted. The following optional transformation rule accounts for such deletion.

LocP
AdjP

VP

Hence, another surface structure for senténce 13 would be the following.

LocP
AdjP

Fig. 19 l #S# |
NP VP
I
Pn')n Int
]
din tsin
‘you (pl)’ ‘very’
or ‘You

are very good.’

3.4. The Auxiliary (Aux)

Adj
ho
‘good’

The auxiliary constituent is either aspect (Asp) or modal (Mod), as generated by

the following rule.
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) Asp

P-13 Aux Aux Mod

34.1. Aspect (Asp)

Aspect indicates the state of action of the verb, with regard to its beginning,
continuance and completion. It indicates whether an action has begun, and if begun,
whether this action has finished. It has no connection with the time element.

Amoy verbs are not inflected for aspect. However, certain verbal particles are used
tomake clear and to emphasize the aspect. Aspect and their corresponding verbal particles
are generated by the following rule.

P-14 Asp —) [* begun]
[t begun] ——) [*finished]
The following are the verbal particles.
A.  [—begun] : bé’
B.  [+begun] [ finished] : E o tiFE
C.  [+begun] [+ finished] : u or  pdt

In the absence of such verbal particles, aspect becomes ambiguous and may be
clarified only through adverbs, as illustrated by the following examples.

14. i khun

‘he  ‘sleep’
15. i tse-tsi’ khun
‘he’  ‘now’ ‘sleep’

or ‘He sleeps now.’
or ‘He is sleeping now.’
6. i tsadit khgn
‘he’ ‘yesterday’ ‘sleep’
or ‘He slept yesterday.’
or ‘He has slept yesterday.’
17. i bin-nd khidn

‘he’  ‘tomorrow’ ‘sleep

or ‘He will sleep tomorrow.’
The use of verbal particles to clarify aspect are illustrated in the following sentences.
18. i be’ 1y
‘he’  ‘will’ ‘come’

19. i Ie dim te

‘he’ ‘drink’  ‘tea’
. is L. ,
or ‘He was } drinking tea.
20. i u san syan-st che’
‘he’ ‘has’ ‘give’ ‘teacher’ ‘books’
3 yve *
or ‘He has give n} teacher books.

34.2. Modals (Mod)

Modals are auxiliary verb forms that occur within a verb phrase. They are used to
indicate some particular meaning, such as that of obligation, desire, preference, ability or
permission. The following substitution slots are some examples of modals.
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tyo’ ‘must’
be’ ‘want’
21. i ‘he’ ay ‘like’ 13y ‘come’
e (hyaw) ‘can’
than ‘may’

4. The Adverb (Adv)

The adverb is an optional constituent of the Amoy sentence as well as of the Amoy
verb phrase. As far as the researcher’s analysis reveals, the criterion for such separation is
its permutative ability. The sentence adverb is immediately dominated by the Sentence
(#S#) and may sometimes be permuted with the other sentence constituents. The verb
phrase adverb is immediately dominated by the verb phrase (VP) and may be permuted
only with other verb phrase constituents.

Adverbs are of two general types, as generated by the following rule.
AdVl }

) AdV2

4.1. Adverb, (Advy)

The first type of adverbs consists of clitics divided into three groups, namely:
clitics; (Cli,), clitics, (Cliz), clitics3 (Cli3); and the clitics /@y and k#7. The following
rule generates the first class of adverbs.

((Clil) I,f;}}) (Clig)
Cli

P-15 Adv

P--16 Adv; )
4.1.1. The Clitics /@ and 7

These two clitics belong to a class of their own on account of their combinability
with clitics;. They are homophonous to the intransitive verbs, /Zy ‘come’ and khivgo’ S

Example:
Fig. 20 l #SH# 1
NP VP
1
I ' |
Pron Aux Vi Adv
I I
Mod Adv,
S
’ IR lay
22. i e tsaw Kt
s . here
‘he’ ‘can’ ‘run towards 3 yore

SHockett explains that in Chinese Mandarin, such particles are not really prepositions, thus —

“Chinese has directive particles. . . but none like English prepositions. Where English uses a
preposition, Chinese uses a verb.” (1958:192)

In Amoy, the same thing holds true, so that most clitics are actually verbal particles that
function as adverbs. It is therefore safe to conclude that in the absence of any other verb in the verb
phrase, such clitic forms function as verbs.

)
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4.1.2. Cliticsl (C]ll)

These are directional clitics that combine with /@y or K7} and as clitics, they never
occur without either /@y or K#7% They are also forms homophonous to intransitive verbs
of similar meanings. Sentence 23 below illustrates the rewrite of Adv,, such that -

iy
Adv, ) Cli; { »k,,V;\}
Fig. 21 I #S# |
NP VP
I |
Pron Aux Vi A?iv
I
Mod Adv,
i
23, i e tsaw dip 1y
‘he’ ‘can’ ‘run’  ‘inwards’ ‘towards here’
or °‘He can run in here.’
4.1.3. Clitics, (Cliy)

Clitics, are those that may occur alone in the adverb constituent. They may also
occur with Cli, , with ldji and kKM% or both. Sentence 24 below illustrates the use of sucha

clitic, where -

()

Adv 1 ) Clil Cli2
Fig. 22 I #SH# I
NP VP
I I
Pron Vi NP Adv
I |
N A(llv 1
I I
Cllil Cl|i2
24, di thg’ che’ kht 13y tse>
‘you’ ‘get’ ‘book’ ‘up’  ‘towards
here’
or ‘You ii: ng } the books up here

(before doing other things).’

$Ko and Tan treat such combinations in Taiwanese as double enclitics:

“These combinations are very fundamental, since each one of these complete combinations
will be used frequently in Taiwanese as a suffix to many root verbs. These double enclitics will
be attached to many stem verbs as double enclitics.” (1960:418)
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4.1.4. Clitics; (Cliz)
Clitics; are pre-verb adverbs in their invariable position. The following rule accounts

for such position of clitics;.

T-30p l: Aux...C1i3:l =) [Cli:, Aux... :l

VP VP
Examples:
25. i yako le khdn
‘he’ ‘still’ ‘sleep’
or ‘He still is sleeping.’
was
Deep structure:
Fig. 23a I #SH# I
NP VP
| |
I I 1
Pron Aux Vi Adv
I I
Asp Adv,
|
Cli3
i e khin ya-ko
‘he’ ‘sleep’ *still’
Surface structure:
Fig. 23b T #S# I
NP VP
| |
i | )
Pron Adv Aux \A
| |
=) Adv, Asp l
|
Clis | |
i yé—lkf) le khin
‘he’ ) ‘still” ‘sleep’
or ‘He 15 } still sleeping.’
was

4.2. Adverbs, (Adv,)
Adverbs, are those that may sometimes take positions other than that after the VP
constituent, without causing any semantic change. They are generated by the following

rule.
TimAdv,
TimAdv,
) Pladv
ManAdv
MoAdv

P-17 Adv,
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4.2.1. Adverbs of Time; (TimAdv,)

These indicate the time of the action in the VP. They answer the question when the
action was completed, is being completed, or will be completed.

In sentence position within surface structure, adverbs of time, always occur either
before or after the topic NP, as accounted for by the following rule.

) {TimAdleP VP
NP

T—4Ob NP VP TiIl’lAdVl TimAdv, VP
Example:
26. gwa kinnd [ sya phwe
‘r ‘today’ ‘Write ‘letter”

or ‘I am writing letters today.’

Deep structure:

Fig. 24a l #‘?# - |
NP VP Adv
|
I 1 l
Pron Aux Vi NIP Ac}vz
|
Asp N TimAdv,
| | I
gwa I sya phwe Kin-na
‘r ‘write’ ‘letter’ ‘today’
Surface structure:
Fig. 246 | #‘?# |
NP Adv VP
|
[ l |
Pron Adv,y Aux Vi NP
— | | |
=) | Tim Adv, Aw | N
i
gwa kin-na Ie sya phwe
T ‘today’ ‘write’ ‘letter’
or ‘I am writing letters today.’

4.2.2. Adverbs of Time, (TimAdv;)

These indicate the length of time of the action in the VP. They answer the question
of how long the action took place, is taking place, or will take place. Such TimAdv, are
composed of a noun with [+Time] feature and an obligatory numeral or clitic (Clis) or
both, as generated by the following rule.

N
) { (Clig) (Num)} +F
+ Time

P-18 TimAdv,
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Example:

29. gwa tyd’ sya Kaw tsap ko-ge
‘T ‘must’  ‘write’ ‘until’ ‘ten’ ‘months’
Deep and surface structures:
Fig. 25 I——-—— #s# I
|
NP NP Adv
| | o
Pron Aux Vi Advy
| |
Mod TimAdv,
! I
| | I
Clig Num N
[ I I
gwa . tyd’ , sya kaw tsap ko-ge
‘T must ‘write’ ‘until’ ‘ten’ ‘months’

4.2.3.  Adverbs of Place (P1Adv)

These consist of locative phrases where —

Lo ——) d { dN‘;,ic(tIffP) }

In surface structure, adverbs of place may sometimes occur after the topic NP, thus —
T—50p NP VP PlAdv ) NP PlAdv VP

Example:

28. i it-lay-bin le khon
‘he’ ‘at-in-surface’ ‘sleep’
3 is . . PPN
1 .
or ‘He { was} sleeping inside

Deep structure:

Fig. 26a I #|S# |
NP VP Adv
| |
Pron Aux Vi Adv,
| |
I Asp l PlAdv
I— N I -
i le khun ti-lay-bin
‘he’ ‘sleep’ ‘at-in-surface’
Surface structure:
Fig. 26b | #?# 1
NP Adv VP
I
I
Pron Adv, Aux Vi
i |
=) | PlAdv Asp |
1 _ |
i ti-lay-bin le khun
‘he’ ‘at-in-surface’ ‘sleep’

is
‘H { } sleepi inside.”
or ‘He was eeping inside
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4.24. Adverbs of Manner (ManAdv)

These are used to describe the action in the VP and consist of adjective phrases
where —

Adjp —) (Int) Adj

In surface structure, the adverb of manner appears in positions other than that
after the VP, as accounted for by the following rule.

’ ...Aux ManAdv. ..
T—60b [ .- Aux... ManAdv ] VP =) [ ...ManAdv Aux .. .. ] VP
Example:
29. i e hut-dyan-kan 1ay
‘he’ ‘can’ *sudden’ ‘come’
or ‘He can suddenly come.’

Deep structure:

Fig. 27a | H#o# |
NP VP
|
I I l
Pron Aux Vi Adv
| |
Mod Ad’vz
ManAdv
|
i e 1ay hut-dyan-kan
‘he’ ‘can’ ‘come’ ‘sudden’
Surface structure:
Fig. 27b I #S#H 1
NP VP
|
| I |
Pron Aux Adv Vi
| 1
=) Mod Adv, |
I .
ManAdv
|
i e hut-dyan-kan lay
‘he’ ‘can’ ‘sudden’ ‘come’
or ‘He can suddenly come.’

4.2.5. Adverbs of Mood (MoAdv)

These indicate speculation, surprise, certainty, or uncertainty. Some examples are
the following:

kh yam-chdy ‘maybe’

bo-pan ‘perhaps’

khz-lan ‘seeming’

gwan-lay ‘so (surprise)’
Ti-ti or Un-1am ‘surely or certainly’

bo-it-tin or bo-un-tan . ‘not surely or not certainly’
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In surface structure, these occur either before or after the topic NP, thus —

T-70p NP VP MoAdv =) { al; X(dciA;il; :g
Example:
30. i  khyamchiy e 1y
‘he’  ‘maybe’ ‘can’ ‘come’

or ‘Maybe he can come.’

Deep structure:

Fig. 282 | #?# ,
NP VP Adv
|
[ |
Pron A?x Vi Adv,
Mlod MoAdv
i e 15y khyam-chiy
‘he’ ‘can’ ‘come’ ‘maybe’
Surface structure:
Fig. 28b | #?# l
NP Adv VP
l
[ |
Pron Adv, Aux Vi
I
===) MoAdv Mlod
|
i khyiam-chdy e 1ay
‘he’ ‘maybe’ ‘can’ ‘come’

To obtain the alternate surface structure, another transformation is applied, that
permutes the noun phrase and adverb constituents, thus —

Fig. 28¢ | #IS# 1
Adv NP VlP
=) | |
At{vz Pron Arx Vi
Mo.ixdv Mod
khyam-chiy i .e 1av
‘maybe’ ‘he’ ‘can’ ‘come’
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